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Dear family in Christ, 
 
 Well, the New Year has come and gone, and we are back to another season of Ordinary Time. 
 I don’t know about you, but I sometimes find this faith thing a little more difficult during Ordinary 
Time than during the holidays. It’s easier to get swept up in the moment when we’re singing Silent Night 
over our candles on a dark Christmas Eve night. It’s easier to feel like you’re part of the story when we’re 
waving palms and having communion and listening to the story of the crucifixion during Holy Week. 
 But what about when it’s just another Tuesday? 
 The nice thing about faith is that, in some ways, it’s just like any other relationship. It waxes and 
wanes as times change and people change. When we keep up with one another, we feel closer; when we 
don’t have time to visit for years, we grow apart. When one person is putting in all the effort, it feels forced. 
 When we have those little reminders of the season every time we go to the grocery store, it’s a little 
easier. Even when it’s Santas and reindeer, or bunnies and eggs, we’re still reminded that Christmas is 
coming, or that Easter is on its way. In the in-between times, we have to find other ways to remind ourselves 
of God, and that’s not always easy. 
 There are so many demands on our time. We have work projects that spill over the hours they’re 
supposed to take. Our kids’ sports get scheduled on Sundays, or we have to care for an aging family member 
out of town. We have to make dinner, clean the house, pick up an extra shift to pay the bills. Even when we 
have a little free time, there are so many ways to fill it that we never really seem to have time for a quiet 
moment. 
 And realistically? We don’t have a lot of control over our time, and it feels like we have even less. So 
when we start to feel relationships slipping away—whether with friends or with God—we can feel kind of 
helpless. 
 Now, I’m not here to ask you to pull your kids out of sports, or to suddenly become independently 
wealthy so you can control your work hours. You don’t have to be a monk detached from the world in order 
to have a relationship with God. (Though, if you’re interested in that sort of thing, give me a call!) 
 Instead, I encourage you to find something small you can do every week or every day. Memorize a 
short psalm and recite it while you walk your dog. Say the Lord’s Prayer every morning when you wake up, 
or every night while you brush your teeth. Sit on your porch for an hour every Saturday with nothing but a 
cup of coffee or tea, and just look—really look—at creation. Or, if your relationship with God is pretty solid 
right now, try doing something small to reconnect with an old friend. 
 It can be anything! Get creative. Find something that’s easy for you to keep up with, and do it as often 
as you can. Maybe set a reminder on your phone, or put a post-it on your fridge. And if you feel awkward 
when you pray, stick with it. You may be surprised what happens when the awkwardness fades. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Rachel 
 
Continues on p. 2           
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Crash Course: The Psalms Thursdays, January 26th to March 2nd 
    Curious about how our ancestors in faith worshipped? Love the Book of Psalms? Join Rev. 

Rachel for a six-week deep dive into the Psalms, starting January 26th! We'll talk a bit about how 
the book was compiled, what kinds of psalms there are, how they might have been used in 

ancient Israel, and more. 
     We'll have a daytime session and an evening session each week. Feel free to come to 

whichever session fits your schedule best—you can even switch it up from week to week! 
Day session: 1-2pm Thursdays @ East Bloomfield (in the Library) 

Evening session: 6-7pm Thursdays @ Victor (in the Lounge) 
 

 

Sign-up sheets 
are in the 
Fellowship Hall if 
you’d like to 
bring a pot of 
chili. You can also 
participate by 
enjoying some 
chili after the 
winners are 
chosen! 
 

 
 

Ash Wednesday (Feb. 22): 
8 am to 12 pm - ashes-to-go @ Victor 

7 pm - service @ East Bloomfield 
 

Good Friday (April 7): 
12 pm - Tenebrae service @ Victor 

7 pm - Tenebrae service  
@ East Bloomfield 

 
 

Maundy Thursday (April 6): 
5:30 pm - potluck dinner & communion @ Victor 

7:30pm - Taizé service & communion @ East Bloomfield 
 

Easter Vigil (sunrise service on Sun, April 9): 
6 am - @ East Bloomfield 

 

Easter Sunday, April 9: 
9 am - @ Victor 

11am- @ East Bloomfield 
 



The Good News(letter  3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Christine McGinnis, Christian Education Director 
 

Sweet Treats Sale, Sunday, February 12 
 

Saturday, February 11 from 9:30-11am Sweet Treats fundraiser preparation!  

Let's bake goodies in the kitchen! Please bring any treats we can sell for pricing and 

packaging/decorations. All children welcome!  

Please let Christine or Susan know if you can come.  

 

        

       

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear congregation: 

 

Our children & youth will once 

again be selling “Sweet Treats” 

after service on Sunday, 

February 12 to benefit 2023 

children/youth activities.  

Please bring a couple of 

dollars and buy your treats 

from us for Valentine’s Day!  

We appreciate your support! 
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Pastor’s Emergency Fund 
Help Rev. Rachel be able to assist those in need! Donations to the Pastor’s Emergency Fund (PEF) 
are always welcome and appreciated to help supply gas cards, food and help with rent & utilities to 
those whose resources are stretched.  
In 2022, the fund received almost $2,000 in donations and gave out almost $2,700 in gas cards, 
grocery cards, and emergency aid. As of the end of January, there is just over $700 in the fund.  

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

Led by Amber Whittemore, our EBUMC card 
ministry is a great way to learn how to create these 
little gifts of love and care.  Supplies are provided 
or bring your own. Please sign-up in Fellowship Hall 
if you’d like to attend. 

 
…are kept in the office.  

Next meeting is Wed, January 25 
at 6pm at church. 

2022 year-end review: 
In 2022 our total operating expenses exceeded our church income by just more than $14,000, therefore 
we pulled the needed funds from reserve bank funds at an average rate of about $1,200 per month. We 
minimized this deficit by spending about $9,000 less than the full year expenses we had anticipated per 
our 2022 budget plan.  
 

New in 2023: 
If you attended or watched our January 15th service you heard David Lane mention the good news of a 
recent generous bequeath from the estate of Stewart Morse. Some have asked if this will help our 
general church financial picture. This generous gift was designated for specific purposes, with the larger 
portion of the gift going into our Major Projects Building Fund and the remaining portion designated for 
our Music Ministry. Therefore this wonderful gift will benefit capital improvements and our music 
ministry, but not our day-to-day general church operating expenses which are largely offset by our 
offerings and fundraisers.  

 

Meadow Farms Fundraiser 
A special thanks to everyone who participated 
in this fall fundraiser! We were able to raise 
over $620! To my knowledge, everyone should 
have received their order in early December.  If 
you are not pleased with the quality of the 
merchandise or delivery, please communicate 
with me.   
Pam Chiverton, chair 
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We are looking for more volunteers for monthly help in case of illness/funerals and to offer 
Home Communion to people who cannot make it to service. Please sign up in Fellowship 
Hall if you are interested. 
 

 

Community  
Breakfast! 
8:30-10am 

 

Feb. 25 
March 25 

 

All are 
welcome! 

4th Saturdays 

 
 

 

 

Romans 12:7a If your gift is service, devote yourself to serving. 
 

Community  
Lunch! 

11:30am-1pm 
 

Feb. 16 
March 16 

 

All are 
welcome! 

3rd Thursdays 
  

 
 

Many thanks to all who helped in any way with the 
Holiday Fair and Toy Giveaway- 

Your contributions are much appreciated! 
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Family Promise news from Donna Hritz: 
 

FPOC coordinators’ meeting Tuesday, January 31, 2023 from 6:30-8pm on zoom 
-Meet Kate Bluett, new Director of Case Management 
-Hear how Family Promise continues to expand the number of emergency family apartments in 
response to the growing number of families experiencing homelessness today and how you can 
help.  
Contact Jay Garrett-Larson, Community and Landlord Engagement Manager, to get the link at 
fpoccem@fpocny.org or call (585) 905–3988 or talk to your coordinator. All are welcome. 
 

Our gift card box is empty 
Gift cards for gas and food are needed. FPOC provides these cards to our residents and graduate 
families who are in need. You can mail or drop off gift cards to Jay Garrett-Larson at  
Family Promise of Ontario County, 185 North  
 
 

 
 

Mr. Ed 
You may already know that saying "transgender" (or just "trans") is better than 
"transgendered"—but do you know why? Here's part of the reason: 
Adding -ed to a description makes it sound like it's something that has happened to you, rather 
than something that you are. That seems like a small difference, but it's actually a pretty big deal. 
For example, the phrase "person of color" suggests that color is a normal part of your body, but 
adding an -ed implies that color is something that happens to you—which, in turn, implies that 
lighter skin is normal and darker skin is not. That's not something we want to imply! 
Of course, there are exceptions to every rule. For example, many disabled folks deliberately use 
the term disabled to highlight the ways that a lot of the disabling parts of disability come from the 
way the world is built. Just think: if we never used stairs, needing a wheelchair wouldn't be as 
limiting. 
If you're not sure what language someone prefers, ask! Changing word habits can take time and 
effort, but it's a simple way we can do more good in the world. 

- Rev. Rachel 
 

Families Served in 2022 
Families Served   33     
People Served      152 
Meals Served        4893    
Volunteer Hours  229     
 

Shelter Guests 
  Families          14  
  Children          43  
  Meals Served 17,409 
 Bednights         5803 
 

 
 
Families in Apartments     8 
Families that Graduated:  9 

mailto:fpoccem@fpocny.org
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Thank you for the generous Christmas gift! Thank you also 
for your flexibility and understanding with family 
scheduling. It is a blessing to work here at EBUMC.  
Blessings, Ayn 

Erica Taylor is wondering if anyone would be interested in participating  
in the Daniel Plan or a similar healthy habits related plan this spring.  

If you’re interested, please contact her. 
 

From Bonnie Kelly 
 

Fiddle was released from Guiding Eyes for the Blind for medical reasons.  She has been adopted 
out by Guiding Eyes for the Blind and now lives in the Boston area. 
Tina leaves this week to be finished by another raiser.  Her finishing raiser is a college student 
that is going to Cornell University.  I Hope she needs a sitter some time so Tina can come back 
for a visit. 
The first part of March the next puppy will be coming to me and her name will start with a "G". 
 

  
       Fiddle meets Kamos        Tina at the mall  
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PRAYER CONCERNS: please pray for all struggling with health concerns; all those suffering in wars around 
the world; creation justice and climate crisis; and members of our Armed Forces, allies and veterans. 

Taking Care of the Body of Christ 
Everybody belongs at EBUMC. We love and care for each other. We also believe in the power of prayer 
and see evidence of it every day. If you are ill or in otherwise are in need of prayer, we can cover you in 
God’s love through prayer. Notify us of prayer needs by contacting Pastor Rachel (585-202-6718) with any 
prayer requests or if you’d like to be a caller for the prayer chain or would like to be added to the chain to 
receive calls.  ALL of us will be praying for you.  

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST! 

 
God’s hugs are for everyone. There is a basket with Prayer blankets in the back 
of the sanctuary. Feel free to take one & make an announcement during 
Prayers & Concerns. We’ll place the blanket on the communion rail, bless it & 
have it available for your church family to personally pray for that individual-a 
great opportunity to show God’s love to all. 

 
 

American Legion Auxilliary Appreciates Your Support 
 

 
Needed are New white t-shirts (v-neck or crew) in sizes S-XXL and 
new white socks! 
Please place all of these things IN (not on top of) the red box in the 
kitchen.  
 

Thank you all and God bless always, Tillie 
  

 

If you have extra 2023 calendars, you can put them into the container with the red lid in the 
kitchen and they will be given to local veterans. 
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Lilies for Easter Sunday, April 9 

    The Worship Committee is offering lilies for sale to decorate our  
    church sanctuary for Easter.  The lily cost will be $10.  Orders may be  

    placed by filling out the form below and placing it in the offering  
    plate or by returning it to Ayn in the office by Monday, March 20.  If  

    you prefer to make a mission donation, the options for this year are the 
    EBUMC Pastor’s Emergency Fund and UMCOR Human Relations  
    fund. 

 
 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

I (We) would like to purchase _____ lily/lilies ($10) to decorate our sanctuary for Easter. 

 
Total cost of lilies = __________ 

 
In Memory Of ____________________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor Of _______________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

_____ I (We) would like to make a donation of $__________ to: 

 
EBUMC Pastor’s Emergency Fund (helps locally) 

  

In Memory Of _____________________________________________________________ 
 

In Honor Of _______________________________________________________________ 

 
_____ I (We) would like to make a donation of $__________ to: 

 

UMCOR Human Relations Fund (helps globally) 
  

In Memory Of _____________________________________________________________ 

 
In Honor Of _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Total enclosed: $_______________ Envelope number ______ 

  
For counters’ use:  Cash _____    or Check # _____ 
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Rev. Rachel’s schedule  
& contact info: 

 Sun 11am worship (as of 11/6) 
 Mon 10am-noon at home 
 Tues     10am-noon 
               Wed     at Victor UMC 
               Thu       10am-3pm 
               Fri        Sabbath 
               Sat       Off (unless event) 

Always available for pastoral emergencies 
 

You may reach Rev. Rachel at: 
         Church (585) 657-7220 
         Cell  (585) 202-6718 
     Email          rev.rachel@protonmail.com 
 

 

Happy Birthday February! 
2-Christine McGinnis 3-Sandy Olyer 

7-Barb Pickering 7-Melody Frye 

8-Amanda L. Henry 10-Kevin Bailey 

12-Emma Junot 17-Doug Greene 

19-Kyle Frye, Jr. 21-Pamela Deck 

24-Wyatt Orr  28-Jacquelyn Hilligas 

 
 

Happy Birthday March! 
2-Dorothy Markham 4-Kayla Bailey 

9-Jillian Weigert 10-Paul Ryther 

11-Laela Overmoyer 11-DeAnn Black 

12-Joe Walters Jr. 20-Elaine McKenna 

21-Bonnie Howard 23-Elaine Thomas 

27-Veronica Dora 29-Tillie Elder 

29-Deanne Hardy 29-Alivia Templar 

 
 

 

 The deadline for submissions to the bulletin 
announcements is Tuesdays at 10am.  

 
 

Our Connectional Church System: Our connection to 
others in our worldwide church remains a vital part of 
our United Methodist identity. As part of this 
connection, we covenant to pray for other churches 
and pastors in our Genesee Valley District. In February 
and March we are praying for: 
 

 United Church of Pittsford & Rev. Joanne Gilbert-
Cannon  
 Pultneyville UMC & Pastor Linda Glantz 
 Rochester: Aldersgate UMC & Rev, Dr, Sung Ho Lee 
and Pastor Enoch Renzha 
 Rochester: Asbury First UMC & Rev. Dr. Stephen 
Cady, Deacons Kathy Thiel and Patrick Dupont, and 
Rev. Rachel Dupont 
 Rochester: Covenant UMC & Rev. Ann Kemper 
 Rochester: Emmanuel UMC & Pastor Joey Ayala 
 Rochester: Korean UMC & Rev. Dong Ki Kim 
 Rochester: Lake Ave UMC & Pastor Ray Poling 
 
 

 District Superintendent, Ted Anderson 
 Bishop, Hector Burgos 

The newsletter is published bi-monthly. 
The deadline for the April/May 

newsletter is Sunday, March 19. 
Please have any submissions to Ayn  

by that day, but earlier is better. 

Staff 
Christine McGinnis. Christian Ed. Director 

Bonnie Doles, Treasurer 
Dave Lane, Music Director 
Organist position is open 

Jill Weigert, Custodian 
Ayn Patrowicz, Office Admin. 

 

mailto:rev.rachel@protonmail.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
15 Worship 11am 16 17  Feed My 

Lambs*  
 

18 19 Community 
Lunch 11:30-1pm 

20 21 

22 Worship 11am 23 24  25 Leadership 
Council mtg, 6pm 

26 27 28 Community 
Breakfast 
 8:30-10am 

29 Worship 11am 30 31  Feb. 1 
Card ministry 
6-7:30pm 

2 3 4 Game night, 7pm 

5 Worship 11am 
 

6 7  8 9 10 11 
Sweet Treats prep 
 

12 Worship 11am 
Sweet Treats & 
Chili Cook-Off 

13 14  15 16 Community 
Lunch 11:30-1pm 

17 18 

19 Worship 11am 20 21  
Feed My Lambs* 

22 Ash Wednesday 
Leadership Council 
mtg, 6pm? 

23 24 25 Community 
Breakfast 
 8:30-10am 

26 Worship 11am 
Lent 1 

27 28  March 1  
Card ministry 
6-7:30pm 

2 3 4 Game night, 7pm 

5 Worship 11am 
Lent 2 

6 7  8 9 10 11 Change your 
clock-Spring 
ahead! 

12 Worship 11am 
Lent 3 

13 14  15 16 Community 
Lunch 11:30-1pm 

17 18 

19 Worship 11am 
Lent 4 

20 21  
Feed My Lambs* 

22 Leadership 
Council mtg, 6pm 

23 24 25 Community 
Breakfast 
 8:30-10am 

26 Worship 11am 
Lent 5 

27 28  29 30 31 April 1 
Game night, 7pm 

 
  

Recurring events 
Mondays/Thursdays- AA 6:30-9:30pm *3rd Tuesdays – Feed My Lambs cooking class 4-5:30/ dinner 5:30-6:30pm 
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East Bloomfield United Methodist Church 
PO Box 6, 2 Park Place 
E. Bloomfield, NY 14443 
 

  

 

 

 

 

  

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

 

Contact info: 

E-mail: ebumc1830@gmail.com 

Website: www.eastbloomfieldumc.org 

Church phone: (585) 657-7220 

Church office hours:  

   Monday-Wednesday, from 8am-12pm 

Rev. Rachel Stuart, Pastor 

Pastor’s hours: 

Mon/Tues, 10am-noon, Th, 10am-3pm 

Also by appointment 

Always available for pastoral emergency 

Saturdays, Sabbath 

 

Worship Service  

Sunday at 11am on Facebook Live 

www.facebook.com/eastbloomfieldumc 
 

 

mailto:ebumc1830@gmail.com
http://www.eastbloomfieldumc.org/

