Dear family in Christ,
It is such a joy to be here in East Bloomfield with all of you. I have felt so blessed by the warm welcome
you have offered to me as I have begun to settle in, and by the joy I have seen among you in the presence of God.
I want to tell you a bit of my call story here by way of introduction. Perhaps it may even help you to
recognise a new way God is speaking to you in your own life.
Church has always surrounded me. I’ve been a United Methodist all my life, and I grew up going to an
Episcopal school. I sang in choir and played handbells. I acolyted at school and at church. I accidentally memorised
the communion liturgy from hearing it so much. Even when I was a small child, wandering around talking to
myself most often actually consisted of dancing around and talking to God, the words set to improvised melodies.
I probably should have noticed in all my school Bible classes, church choirs, and Sunday school lessons
that I would end up at seminary, but I’ve always been a little oblivious to myself. My best subjects were math and
science, so I started at the U of R planning to major in physics, math, and music, and to go on to doctoral work in
physics. God had other plans.
Some of my most formative Christian experiences happened after I replaced my math major with religion
and dove into my new department’s classes. I’d always loved the religion unit of history class growing up, but
now I was reading actual sacred texts from other traditions. I found myself deeply struck by how often the
imagery and poetry sounded deeply familiar to my own religious experience, even as they were infused with
aspects utterly different from my own Christian tradition. I suddenly became aware of how much I thought about
theology and God as a spiritual discipline. And I will be forever indebted to my Islamic mysticism professor, the
late Dr. Emil Homerin, for making me realise for the first time that there was a name for the way I most often
experienced God—and it wasn’t just the same way everyone did. I was a mystic, and I profoundly understood the
way these Sūfīs longed so deeply for God and felt utterly at home dissolving into the divine embrace.
At the end of my junior year, I was telling everyone I would apply to physics and music schools, and
everyone was asking why I wasn’t also applying to seminary. I thought they were joking that I’d left out one of my
majors. Until eight people asked it within an hour.
Sometimes God is sneaky like that. I had never considered being a pastor. If someone had told me I would
become a pastor, I would have laughed. (Seven times, apparently.) But sometimes God needs to surprise us so
much that if we heard it from that still, small voice, we’d never think it was a real call from God. And so it comes
from our friends, and our mentors, and our neighbors, and our clients. Because God has a habit of doing whatever
it takes to make sure the message gets out there. After that, it’s up to us to respond.
Thank you all so much for welcoming me into this community. I look forward to seeing what we can do
together as the people of God!
Grace and peace,
Rachel
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Hello Friends! We are blessed to have meals made ahead in the
freezer in case a need arises. The August Care team is headed by
Mary Lou Stark with Jean Polcyn as her only back up, so be prepared
for a call if need be! We always seem to manage with God’s help!
September has Susan Mann as Care Captain and her extended family
will be joining her. Thank you to all for your service and dedication.
Thought for some adult-senior life planning and information from
Life Span are in the working stages for fall.
Communion Outreach is continuing well. If you have a need or know
of one please contact Rev. Rachael, Meredith Messinger or Cathy
Garrett. If you have an idea of some ministry or area we can improve
on, please also let us know. Sisters and brothers in Christ share each
other's burdens. Be a Blessing and you will receive 10 fold.
Thanks be to God,
Meredith Messinger, Nurture & Outreach Chair

Dear friends,
I thank the church for the dinner Meredith brought
down to me last week. It was greatly appreciated and
the communion was very meaningful.
Thanks again, Joan Mason
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Please see or call Christine McGinnis, Christian Education Director, at 585-924-7801 (home),
585-360-3353 (cell) or 585-657-7220 (church, usually here Tues. mornings).

There will be no Feed My Lambs in August
and it will be switching to the 3rd Tuesdays starting in September.

These gatherings are taking a break for now but will resume in the fall. Updates will be in the bulletin.
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Led by Amber Whittemore, our EBUMC card ministry is a great way to learn how to create these
little gifts of love and care. Supplies will be provided or bring your own.

The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. Rachel.
 SPRC – staff evaluation completed by Pastor Robin; Rev. Rachel & a SPRC member will review
with employees. Meet & greet coffee hours were successful; will try to continue weekly.
 Lay Leader - Cathy reminded that Safe Sanctuary applies not only to children but also to adults
– always have a partner. Cathy will be focusing on her Lay Leader duties and stepping back
from some of her other areas of involvement.
 Pastor’s report- Rev. Rachel asked for ideas for small groups. Office hours currently are Mon
& Tues 9-12, Thursdays 9-5 (sometimes doing home visits). The best way to reach Rev. Rachel
is text at 585-202-6718. Pastor is going to look into getting our livestreamed service embedded
on our website.
 Trustees - David reported that the trustees are working on the kitchen layout and electric
updates; parsonage use TBD, David approached Family Promise, but no response yet; Bev to
consider needed pots and pans that will work on the new portable burners; the church AC was
fixed; the Major project building fund was used to pay for the tent/canopy; Susan proposed
options for the free food cupboard location with preferred option of attached to side of
building OK’d by David; Ron ordered signage with Rev. Rachel’s name for our outdoor sign.
 Many other reports are found throughout the newsletter (pastor’s letter on p. 1/2, Nurture &
Outreach on p. 2, Christian Ed on p. 3, Finance below, Fundraisers on p. 5, Missions on p. 8,
and Social Holiness on p. 9.

Next meetings are Wed, August 24 & September 28 at 6pm at church.

from Donna Hritz
Mid-Year Finance Report:
Finances, both Income and Expenses are tracking fairly close to our budget, with income about $1200
higher than budget and expenses about $1200 higher than budget. Our budget anticipated a deficit of
almost $30,000, and our actual mid-year deficit is nearly $15,000,
so we are tracking about where we anticipated as of the end of June.
Our remarkable success with the Heavenly Treasures Sale was instrumental in keeping our income
on track. Thank you to all who worked tirelessly to make the sale so profitable!
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The first half of the year we have had two successful fundraisers, a chicken BBQ and the Heavenly
Treasures sale. In August we will have another chicken BBQ on Sunday August 7 and our 10th annual
auction on Saturday August 20. Please save these dates, spread the word, and help support our
fundraisers!

We are looking for a chair (or co-chairs)
for a fall/early winter catalog sale
as well as the Holiday Fair (Nov. 19).
Please let the office know if you’re interested!

Awesome Auction
Saturday August 20 at 4pm:
SAVE THE DATE!! We are excited to try something
different this year by opening our auction to the area
community. We feel it is important to encourage our
community members to get out, socialize, and have a
bit of fun this summer. We plan to have the live
auction bidding outside while the silent auction items
will be displayed inside Fellowship Hall. Auction item
viewing and silent auction bidding will start at 4pm
with live auction bidding around 5:30. We are
collecting donations of items to auction both live and
silent. Gift baskets and business gift certificates are
needed for the silent auction. Empty baskets are
available at the back of Fellowship Hall - please pick
one up and create a themed basket, noting basket
contents and who is donating it. And if you frequent a
business and don't mind approaching them for a
donation of their goods or services, please contact
Donna Hritz or Ayn for a solicitation letter and
auction flyer. Bring your donated items, baskets,
and gift certificates to church by Sunday August
14, leaving them on the table at the back of
Fellowship Hall, labeled with your name.
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Taking Care of the Body of Christ
Everybody belongs at EBUMC. We love and care for each other. We also believe in the power of prayer and
see evidence of it every day. If you are ill or in otherwise are in need of prayer, we can cover you in God’s
love through prayer. Notify us of prayer needs by contacting Cathy Garrett (585-626-9196 or 585-229-7430),
or if you’d like to be a caller for the prayer chain or would like to be added to the chain to receive calls. ALL
of us will be praying for you. WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST!

PRAYER CONCERNS: Week by week in worship we name immediate prayer concerns. This section speaks
to overarching concerns in our lives: please pray for our congregation and all the congregations in the
connection in this time of pastoral transition; all struggling with covid; all those suffering in wars around
the world; creation justice and climate crisis; and members of our Armed Forces, allies and veterans.

God’s hugs are for everyone. There is a basket with Prayer blankets in the back
of the sanctuary. Feel free to take one & make an announcement during
Prayers & Concerns. We’ll place the blanket on the communion rail, bless it &
have it available for your church family to personally pray for that individual-a
great opportunity to show God’s love to all.

Our sincere sympathy is extended to Bonnie Kelly and her family on the
passing of her husband, Jim; and the family of Diana Wade on her
passing. May you find comfort in God and in knowing that your church
family’s prayers are with you.

I would like to thank the congregation for all of the
expressions of sympathy and donations related to my
husband Jim's death. Also we all appreciated the food
supplied by the church at home and at the church the day of
the memorial service.
From Bonnie Kelly
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Feed my Lambs will not
occur in Aug. and is moving
to
3rd Tuesdays starting in
September.
The community breakfast
is taking August off but will
gather on September 17
(3rd Saturday) and return
to its normal 4th Saturday
in October.
Anyone in need of school
supplies, please let Susan
Mann know.

Submitted by Susan Mann, chair

Community Breakfast!
8:30-10am
Canceled for August
and on the 3rd
Saturday, Sept. 17
All are welcome!
(Moving back to 4th
Saturday in October.)

from Donna Hritz:
The Amazing Bed Race is the signature fund raising event each summer for Family Promise. Like last
year, the event was virtual again this year. Family Promise is about $20,000 short of their fundraising
goal, but there's still an opportunity to support this fundraiser. Our partner church, First Presbyterian
Church of Victor has a team named Shooting Stars which would love to have your support as they try to
raise the most funds for Family Promise. Just go to https://www.givegab.com/campaigns/familypromise-amazing-bed-race-2022 and click the Donate button, then for fundraiser select the Team
Shooting Stars and proceed with making your donation. Your support goes directly to helping children
in families struggling with retaining a stable home for their family. Thanks!
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God is good… He’s sent us Rev.
Rachel who believes God‘s grace and
love is for ALL- amen! God has also
given Rev. Rachel a heart of justice.
At our next meeting on Thursday,
September 15 at 3 PM come and have
discussion with Rev. Rachel as to
how she is hearing God call her to
lead us here at EBUMC in justice
issues as “We seek God, serve God,
share God”.
Next meeting is at church on

Thursday, September 15
at 3 PM

Victor UMC Clothing Closet is looking for gently used or new backpacks for the Back to School
event Saturday Aug 20 from 10-12:30. They also need kids hoodies, jackets, sweat pants, and
athletic shorts of all sizes for boys/girls for K-12th grade as well as leggings of all sizes for girls.
Items can be dropped off to the shed on the right side of the church.

An Outreach Mission of Victor UMC at 106 E. Main St.
www.victorumc.org
FREE clothing for adults and children: coats, shoes, gloves, scarves, and bedding, blankets, and
more!
Open: Mondays 4-6pm
Wednesdays 10am-noon
Saturdays 10am-noon
All are welcome! No questions asked.
For emergency assistance 24/7, call Karen at 585-703-7421
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Our Connectional Church System: Our
connection to others in our worldwide church
remains a vital part of our United Methodist
identity. As part of this connection, we covenant
to pray for other churches and pastors in our
Genesee Valley District. In June and July, we are
praying for:
 Elmgrove UMC & Pastor Jeffry Aiosa
 Fairport UMC & Rev. Richelle Goff
 Farmington UMC & Pastor Matthew Finch
 Gainesville UMC & Pastor Lauren Turner
 Geneseo UMC & Pastor Beth Malone
 Greece UMC & Pastor Gary Kubitz
 Groveland Federated Parish & Rev. Dorothy
Hotchkiss
 Hamlin UMC & Rev. Eric Helms
 Interim District Superintendent, Ted Anderson
 Bishop, Mark Webb

Directory Updates
Rose Simmons
c/o Horizons, 3132 Rte 21, Canandaigua, NY 14424
Bill Garrett’s new email is Rangerbill71@gmail.com
Marian Metsinger’s new email
strickland2757@gmail.com
Rev. Robin Blair 5164 Rte 89, Romulus, NY 14541
Helen Lane
4588 Morgan View Rd, Room #25
Geneseo, NY 14454
Cell - 315-521-8121 Home - 585-243-6025

Online Shoppers!
If you make online purchases at the
normal posted prices
through https://umcmarket.org/ or
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/16-1194916
and designate EBUMC as their charity of
choice, a small portion of the sale will be
sent to our church as a donation.

Volunteer opportunity: Media Ministry
Many thanks to Jaclyn Bell who volunteers her help with our
social media. If you are Facebook savvy, please help us during
worship to sit at the church iPad in the second row to insure the
folks watching at home are able to worship with us, too.
Training available if needed (it’s really easy). Thank you!
American Legion Auxilliary Appreciates Your Support
Needed are New white t-shirts (v-neck or crew) in sizes S-XXL and
new white socks!
Please place all of these things IN (not on top of) the red box in the
kitchen.
Thank you all and God bless always, Tillie
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Rev. Rachel’s schedule
& contact info:
Sun

10:30am worship

Mon 9am-noon
Tues 9am-noon
Wed at Victor UMC
Thu
9am-5pm
Fri
Sabbath
Sat
Off (unless event)
Always available for pastoral emergencies

Happy Birthday August!
3-Owen Orr
6-Marlene Ward
7-Kamryn Bailey
17-Raymond Walters
19-Ken Bailey
21-Shannon Weigert
25-Deanna Bell

5-Donald Havey
7-Kalin Bailey
10-Owen Hardy
18-Anakin Templar
19-Marie Bigler
21-Elaine Moses
31-Kevin Hritz

You may reach Rev. Rachel at:
Church (585) 657-7220
Cell
(585) 202-6718
Email
rev.rachel@protonmail.com

Pastor’s Emergency Fund
Help Rev. Rachel be able to assist those in need!
Donations to the Pastor’s Emergency Fund are
always welcome and appreciated to help supply
gas cards, food and help with rent & utilities to
those whose resources are stretched. Thank you
for your generosity!

Staff
Christine McGinnis. Christian Ed. Director
Bonnie Doles, Treasurer
Dave Lane, Music Director
Bob Lazenby, Organist
Jill Weigert, Custodian
Ayn Patrowicz, Office Admin.

Happy Birthday September!
4-Marian Metsinger 9-Lauren Bell
14- Aaron Gfeller
14-Judy Kiehle
15-Bev Bailey
16-Ryan Pickering
18-Seraphine Walters 21-Sheila Thomas
21-Julia Warner
23-Jim Newell
23-Laurie Rudy
25-Madeline Kay
27-Carolyn Plympton
28-Karen Bailey Natoli

August & September Office Schedule
The office is usually open Mon-Tues-Wed from
8am-noon. Ayn will be out of the office on Tues,
Aug. 23 to work the election; working 10-1 on
Wed, Aug. 24; any additional updates will be in
the bulletin.
Thank you for your understanding & flexibility.

The deadline for submissions to the bulletin
announcements is Tuesdays at 10am.
The newsletter is published bi-monthly.
The deadline for the October/November
newsletter is Sunday, September 18.
Please have any submissions to Ayn
by that day, but earlier is better.
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Sunday

Monday
August 1

2 PPR mtg, 10am

3 Card ministry
6-7:30pm

4

5

6 Game night, 7pm

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18 No community
lunch

19

20 Awesome
Auction at 4pm!

21

22

23

25

26

27 No community
breakfast

28

29

30

24
Leadership Council
6pm
31 No Feed My
Lambs

September 1

2

3

4

5

6 PPR mtg, 10am

7 Card ministry
6-7:30pm

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15 Community
Lunch 11:30am-1p

16

17

18
Family Promise
Support Week

19

20 Feed My Lambs
3:30-5 cooking
class/5-6 worship
& dinner

21

22

23

24 Community
breakfast 8:30-10a

27

28 Leadership
Council 6pmbudget proposal

31 Newsletter
deadline

25

26

Tuesday

Sundays – Worship at 10:30am

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Roast Beef Dinner
4:30-7pm
29

Recurring weekly events
Mondays- AA 6:30-9:30pm
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30

October 1

Thursdays – AA 6:30-9:30pm

Contact info:
E-mail: ebumc1830@gmail.com
Website: www.eastbloomfieldumc.org
Church phone: (585) 657-7220
Church office hours:
Monday-Wednesday, from 8am-12pm
Rev. Rachel Stuart, Pastor
Pastor’s hours:
Mon/Tues, 9am-noon, Th, 9am-3pm
Also by appointment
Always available for pastoral emergency
Fridays, Sabbath
Worship Service
Sunday at 10:30am on Facebook Live

www.facebook.com/eastbloomfieldumc

East Bloomfield United Methodist Church
PO Box 6, 2 Park Place
E. Bloomfield, NY 14443

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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