Grace and peace to you, Kingdom family!
I write on a cool October afternoon where we are all in the planning stages for the upcoming celebrations
of Thanksgiving and Christmas in our culture. Of course as Christians, we know what we are thankful for
and what we actually honor at Christmas: We give thanks for the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; and we
honor his human birth as the Incarnate Lord. We have many stories that bring us to these wonderful
moments in our lives and we will tell those stories through worship, scripture, family gatherings, and
simple times with faithful friends. I praise God that we have a “Kingdom family” with which to honor and
celebrate all that is good about God, praise be to God!
For Thanksgiving in our local community, we will once again join with the Blessing Room and help to fill
baskets of food: we have been asked to supply jars of gravy and cans of cranberry sauce. I know we can
do this – just have your donations to the church by Nov 15th and we shall get them to the Blessing Room.
We are also collecting toys for the Great Big Toy Giveaway! This year, we partner with the Community
Shoppe for distribution. Many thanks for the blessings of your generosity! If you want to contribute to
our shoebox collections for Red Bird Mission- please get your plastic shoeboxes to church by Nov. 9!
We also head into our time of our financial pledging to God that we might find our budget sufficient to
the church mission and ministry this coming year. I hope you will prayerfully find your way to a donation
of your gifts and graces that honor the Lord your God in faith so we can reach out to God’s people with
the message of salvation, hope, faith, and love, through Christ. We faithfully attend to our walk in the
congregation nurturing one another; we are called to share the good news of His grace to those who are
in need of love and hope outside the congregation for such as time as this.
I am grateful for much this year; my Lord and faith, my family, friends, and Kingdom family! We serve the
God of hope! Together we dream prayerful dreams and have the courage to name them, live them, share
them. What are you dreaming through prayer and faith for the church in these days of your living? How
might your Kingdom family be of service to God, through your God-inspired dreaming? Please let me
know what God is speaking to you. It is a blessing!
I have every hope in the Lord’s purpose in our individual lives and for our Kingdom family. These are days
of COVID and struggle for us, it is true. There are burdens and we carry them together, in witness to faith.
In all things, we pray for God’s healing and purpose.
And, these are the days the Psalmist reminds us (Ps. 34) God is good all the time and all the time, God is
good. I pray for you and lift you up in the name of the One who loved us, first.
With blessings and love,
Rev. Dr. Robin Blair
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Reminder to change your clocks!
Fall back one hour on Sat, Nov. 6

Monday evenings 7 pm, lectionary bible study
Wednesday mornings, 10am prayer time

And

Email invitations will be sent to the events above,
there is room for everyone. For more information,
email Pastor Robin at revrobinblair@gmail.com

Are taking November off
but will be back in December.

Starting next month, the newsletter will be
published bi-monthly (December/January, etc.)

from Donna Hritz and Pastor Robin
We continue to witness to changes in our budget.
Church operating fund financials for 2021 as of September 30, 2021:
Total Income plus SBA PPP loan: $80,740 (NOTE: offerings are 24% less than they were in 2020)
Total Expenses paid: $81,019 (we are drawing from reserves to pay those expenses that exceed the
income)
Ministry Shares Expenses in arrears: $20,897 (from 2020: $9,006 and for 2021: $11,891 as of
9/30/2021)
The Leadership Council will meet before the end of the year to examine the current state of our
financials and determine how to meet the existing and future needs of the church.
News about the 2022 budget will be shared soon after the Leadership Team approves the budget.
We also realize many of you face changes in your economic circumstances, too. Please be in prayer
that God will guide us to His purpose in these days of change. Amen!
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Please see or call Christine McGinnis, Christian Education Director, at 585-924-7801 (home),
585-360-3353 (cell) or 585-657-7220 (church, usually here Tues. mornings).

Join us for Children’s Bible lessons on Facebook Live
every Tuesday at 12 noon and our Facebook videos for an
archive of past lessons!

We would like to thank all of you in advance who
decorated your trunks and participated in our Trunk
or Treat this year. It is a blessing to our children and
you helped to make it loving, fun, and enjoyable!
We would also like to express our sincere
appreciation in advance to the Bloomfield Lion’s Club
for joining us and supplying treats, smiles, and
community support. Your participation in our
community really makes a difference!
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At the October Social Holiness Forum meeting we were able to complete the viewing of the movie “Pray Away,”
(available on Netflix). Following the movie we had discussion regarding biblical interpretation of scripture in Romans
regarding human sexuality (it was faithful and informative!). We also had discussion about the current language that
people who are left out of marriage and ordination in the UMC because of their sexual orientation use regarding the
issue of loving ALL God’s creations in the Methodist denomination, namely, "inclusive theology" vs. "exclusive
theology". If one is part of the LGBTQIA+ community, one is "excluded" from the full blessings of the UMC. These
faithful folks are asking to be, "included", thus the terms, "inclusive" and "exclusive". Moving forward it was
suggested that we use language that states positions, rather than theological terms. It was offered that words like
“Proposal #1" and “Proposal #2” would seem more inviting for purposes of clarity and the vote (here at EBUMC) that
the UMC denomination requires us to have (as many of our sisters and brothers in the UMC have done).
Some questions that were raised in our meeting (perhaps these are some questions you have also wondered about):
1. Will we lose our building if we vote a certain way? No - we will not lose the building or the financial assets of EBUMC.
2. What does the vote actually mean? It means we have declared that we interpret scripture regarding human
sexuality in a certain way, or, that we can live with the differences we, as a congregation, bear witness to.
3. Can anyone in the congregation offer a vote? No, only people who are actual members that have been received
into membership can offer a vote.
4. When will this vote happen? The Social Holiness team is in discussion on this very thing (come to the next meeting
and learn more).
5. How can I learn more about what the issues are regarding human sexuality and scripture? There are books/videos in
the library to borrow, there are members of the team (Becky Buchholz and Cathy Garrett, co-chairs) to speak with, or, you
can call the pastor to gently pray and ask questions. For more visit: rmnetwork.org
6. Do we have to talk about sex? It makes me uncomfortable. No - this conversation is not about sex, it is about how
God loves all God's people, and how we as the body of Christ initate Christ, or not.
Please come to the next Social Holiness team meeting on Wed, November 10 at 6:00pm. We will have a mock ballot
available to review; your input will help clarify its meaning and purpose. We will also be having discussion as to how
and when we will be having a membership vote on the issue of human sexuality and our faith, so we can
discern where we will align with the newest expressions of Methodism.

Roast Beef Dinner! Thank you so much to
 Gregg Schwerzler for heading up the Roast Beef Dinner on September 25th
 White’s Farm Market for donating the squash
 DiPaolo’s for a big discount on the dinner rolls
 Woody and Barb Pickering for donating the potatoes.
 A huge thank you to Al Tyo and to all who helped prepare and make the squash
 Marlene Ward for picking up the rolls and donating the green beans
 all who baked potatoes and cookie bars
 all who volunteered the day of the dinner
 all who came out and bought dinners. We sold approximately 175 dinners this year. There were
many positive compliments on how much people enjoyed the meal. It was a successful
fundraiser for sure!
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“Kingdom family” pulls us into the Lord’s Prayer that we pray with one voice week after week. Jesus
taught us to pray, “Your kingdom come. Your will be done. On earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew
6:10). Let us be that, Kingdom family!
Giving Thanks?
Table prayers for you this Thanksgiving; Thanksgiving is a meaningful holiday because it’s the one day of the
year when we all take the time to express appreciation for how God is working in our lives. Your
Thanksgiving gathering might be small or large, loud or quiet, but no matter the style, every gathering is
significant in its own way. Typically, at Thanksgiving dinner we say a word of gratitude for what God has done
for us. Please accept these gifts of prayer:
Thanksgiving Prayer
For each new morning with its light,
For rest and shelter of the night,
For health and food,
For love and friends,
For everything Thy goodness sends.

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

Thanksgiving Blessing Prayer
O Lord, Thank you for all the good gifts you have given us.
Thank you for the fine delicate balance of the natural world.
Thank you for the amazing variety of fruit seeds and grains.
Thank you for the beauty of autumn when the greens turn
yellow, gold and crimson.
Lord, help us to enjoy this beautiful season,
And the wonderful food you have given us. Amen.

From www.lords-prayer-words.com

Thanksgiving Table Blessing

By Patricia Gore

Thank You, God
For the food we are about to eat,
For those who are here
To share these blessings,
For the generosity of our hosts
That make this possible.
Bless those who are here
And those who are in our hearts,
And all those who are not
As fortunate on this day. Amen.

Simple table grace:
Bless us, O Lord,
and these thy gifts which
we are about to receive,
from thy bounty,
through Christ, Our Lord.
Amen.
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Our sincere sympathy is extended to Melody Judd and her family on the
passing of her husband, Walter; to Elaine Moses and her family on the
passing of her Aunt Fran; to Marlene Ward and her family on the passing
of her sister, Peggy; to Joanne Carlson and her family on the passing of her
mother, Jane; and to the families of William Partridge and Nancy Baker.
May you find comfort in God and in knowing that your church family’s
prayers are with you.

PRAYER CONCERNS: please pray for members of our Armed Forces, allies and veterans; all those
working to combat the virus; the children, staff, & faculty of local schools; Amber Whittemore;
Jean Blake, Owen Hardy, and Ron Newell, recovering from surgical procedures; Grace Anne Scott;
Marlene Ward and family; Helen Lane; Jean Blake; and Melody Judd and family.

Taking Care of the Body of Christ
Everybody belongs at EBUMC. We love and care for each other. We also believe in the power of prayer and
see evidence of it every day. If you are ill or in otherwise are in need of prayer, we can cover you in God’s
love through prayer. Notify us of prayer needs through the PRAYER CHAIN by contacting either Mary Lou
Stark (585-229-2366) or Pastor Robin Blair (revrobinblair@gmail.com or 315-429-7785), or if you’d like to be
a caller for the prayer chain or would like to be added to the chain to receive calls. ALL of us will be praying
for you. WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST!

God’s hugs are for everyone. There is a basket with Prayer blankets in the back
of the sanctuary. Feel free to take one & make an announcement during
Prayers & Concerns. We’ll place the blanket on the communion rail, bless it &
have it available for your church family to personally pray for that individual-a
great opportunity to show God’s love to all.

Pastor’s Emergency Fund
Help Pastor Robin be able to assist those in need! Donations to the Pastor’s Emergency Fund are
always welcome and appreciated to help supply gas cards, food and help with rent & utilities to those
whose resources are stretched. Thank you for your generosity!
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Thanksgiving Baskets – we are partnering with The Blessing Room again to provide a Thanksgiving
meal for those in need of some assistance. This year, to serve the anticipated 150 families that will
register for Thanksgiving baskets, we are collecting:
 Cans of cranberry sauce
 Jars of gravy
We hope to offer at least 100 cans of cranberry sauce and 100 jars of gravy by Wed, Nov. 17 to be
delivered that day to The Blessing Room.

Owen & Deanne Hardy’s granddaughter, Noelle Ferris, is a missionary and registered nurse that
we sponsor. She works through Christ for the City International in La Carpio, Costa Rica. Please
keep her in your prayers.
To contact Noelle: phone/WhatsApp +15852972564 or email ferris.noelle@gmail.com.

Scan the QR code to access
her giving page.

Find out more at: https://cfci.org/donate/detail/?search=noelle-ferris

from Donna Hritz:
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The Great Big Toy Giveaway is gathering toys already-the Fellowship Hall has a growing pile.
We have cleaning dates set for Nov 10 and 17 as well as Dec 4. Sign-ups to help out are in
the Fellowship Hall.
New:
 We are partnering with The Community Support Shoppe for toy distribution


We are giving vouchers of $25 per adult to “shop” at The Community Support Shoppe in
the month of December.



Vouchers can be used for anything in The Community Support Shoppe- including our
donated toys.



Pick up for vouchers will be from 10am-noon on November 10, November 17, and
December 4 at EBUMC.



If you have any questions, please contact Laurie Christensen (585-623-6087)
or Meredith Messinger (585-415-8751)

HOLIDAY FAIR

EBUMC will have 2 tables at "Bloomfield's Craft Fair" on Nov. 20 from 92 at the Bloomfield Elementary School. Crafts and direct sale items will
be offered. This event is being put on by the Bloomfield Cheer Leaders.
Do you process homemade maple syrup, jam/jelly or honey? If you have extra
jars of those goodies that you can donate to our annual craft fair, please let
Becky Buchholz or Laura Prong know. Thank you very much!
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Veterans Day is a day designated for the honoring of those who have served in our nation’s armed services.
We wish to recognize those persons from our congregation (past and present)
who have served our country though military service.
Please let the office know of any updates.
Tom Ashmead
Rob Atkins
Jennifer Atkins
Alvin Ayers
Duane Ayers
Bruce Bailey
Kevin Bailey
Clayton Barnard
Carl Becker
Harold Bennett
J.Charles Bennett
Bill Blake
Kenneth Brahm
Vicky Brahm
Jeff Broadwell
Robert Bullock
Vaughn Buchholz
John Carney
Mario Chrisano
Ronald Clower
Joshua Compton
Michael Compton
William Compton
John L. Doles
George Eddy
Robert Elder
Kevin Elder
Chris Tyo Fitzgerald
Bruce Forbes

George Fuller
John Gardner
George Gilbert
Michael Gotshall
Craig Harvey
Charles (Ozzie) Hicks
Charles W. Hicks
Cheryl Hilton-Vadner
Christine Houseman
Frank Howard
Douglas Kent
Donald Keys
Don Ksiazek
Walter Judd
Marshal Larrabee
Harry Lauer
Andrew Locke
Alexander MacMillen
Charles Markham
Andrew McGovern
James Moberg
Brian Moll
Stewart Morse
Raymond Myers
Shane Nelan
Raymond Nichols
William Nichols
Louis O’Brian
Lewis O’Brien

James Paine
Elwood Pickering
George Pickering
Robert Pickering
Frank Plympton
Gregg Plympton
Harold Radcliff
Guy Rayburn
Rick Rayburn
Bob Robinson
Burgy Scott
Robert Scott
Kenneth Sherman
Douglas Silvernail
Harold Silvernail, Jr.
Duane ‘Si’ Simmons
Robert Spike
Michael Slusser
William Teall
Fred Teall
Rene Thomas
Melissa Thorpe
Nelson Thorpe
Patrick Thorpe
Anna Villard
Dick Ward
Fred Willis
Robert Willsey
Albert Wilt

American Legion Auxilliary Appreciates Your Support
Needed are New white t-shirts (v-neck or crew) in sizes S-XXL and
new underwear (briefs or boxer briefs) in sizes S-XXL!
Always collecting: Slim Jims and water flavorings (KoolAid/ Iced Tea,
prefer no lemonade), white socks, snack packs of cookies/graham
crackers, old flags, blankets, and boxed baking mixes always
welcome. Please place all of these things IN (not on top of) the red
box in the kitchen.
Thank you all and God bless always, Tillie
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We thank you
and those who
went before you
for your service
to our country.

Nickel & Dime Redemption Center at 2 E. Main St., Bloomfield
Thank you for your contributions! We received a check from the center for almost $40!
Please continue to drop off your redeemable cans and bottles and ask them to credit the
church’s account.
Our Connectional Church System: Our
connection to others in our worldwide church
remains a vital part of our United Methodist
identity. As part of this connection, we covenant
to pray for other churches and pastors in our
Genesee Valley District. In November, we are
praying for:
 Rush UMC & Rev. Todd Goddard
 Scottsville UMC & Pastor Michael WhitcombTavey
 Silver Springs UMC
 South Perinton UMC & Rev. Kimberly Ferrel

Online Shoppers!
If you make online purchases at the normal
posted prices
through https://umcmarket.org/ or
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/16-1194916
and designate EBUMC as their charity of
choice, a small portion of the sale will be
sent to our church as a donation.

 District Superintendent, Vonda Fossitt
 Bishop, Mark Webb

Volunteer opportunity: Media Ministry
Many thanks to Jaclyn Bell who has volunteered to help out the
congregation with social media.
Also: if you are Facebook savvy, please help us during worship to
sit at the church iPad in the second row to insure the folks
watching at home are able to worship with us, too. Training
available if needed (it’s really easy). Thank you! Call the office to
talk it over – bless you in advance – God is calling.
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Poinsettias for Advent
The Worship Ministry Team will again be offering poinsettias for sale to decorate our church sanctuary as
we approach Christmas. These will be placed in the sanctuary for the fourth Sunday of Advent, December 19 as
well as Christmas Eve. The cost will be $10. Order may be placed by filling out the form below and
placing it in the offering plate or by returning it to Ayn in the office by Monday, Dec. 6. If you prefer to
make a mission donation, the option chosen for this year is the EBUMC Nurture and Outreach committee
(formerly known as MISC). It is a new line in the budget.

Name: _____________________________________________________________________
_____ I (We) would like to purchase a poinsettia to decorate our sanctuary for Christmas.
# of poinsettias: _____ red _____ white
_____ pink
Total cost of poinsettias at $10 each = __________

_____ marble

In Memory Of ______________________________________________________________
In Honor Of ________________________________________________________________
_____ I (We) would like to make a donation of $__________ to EBUMC Nurture & Outreach committee
(formerly known as MISC):
In Memory Of ______________________________________________________________
In Honor Of ________________________________________________________________

Total enclosed: $_______________

The Karen Gilbert Room has been cleaned out in anticipation of use by the choir and the counters. Most
things stored there have been moved to the last Sunday School room on the right in the long upstairs
hallway. Among the things are many holiday and other decorative items and misc. ceramic pieces. If
you have used anything like this on a seasonal basis and count on it being stored somewhere, please
look for it in the Sunday School room, and label it. If necessary, store it separately in that room and
label the box. We don't want to get rid of anything that people still use for our church. Thank you.
Becky Buchholz
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November Office
Schedule Hiccups

Happy Birthday November!
9-Audrey Tyo
10-Rick Rayburn
11-Joanne Carlson
11-Harrison Kay
11-Rand Fredrickson
12-Bill Garrett
13-Wanda Bailey
14-Beth Hall
15-Sheila Nieman
16-Dan Atwood
17-Esther Garrett
20-Vaughn Buchholz
21-Kory Gutowski
21-Elwood Pickering
22-Eileen Weigert
27-Ron Newell
27-Marge Nagy
28-Khris Bailey
29-Isabella Brylinski
30-Deanna Bell
30-Mary Lou Stark

The office is open Mon-Tues-Wed
from 8am-noon.
The office will be closed Tues-Wed, Nov. 2-3
and Wed-Fri, Nov. 24-26
Any further updates will be in the bulletin.
Thank you for your understanding and
flexibility.

The deadline for submissions to the
announcements in the bulletin
is Tuesdays at 10am. Thanks!

The deadline for the December/January
newsletter is Sunday, November 14.
Please have any submissions to Ayn
by that day, but earlier is better.

Pastor Robin’s schedule
& contact info:
Sun

10:30am worship

Mon Home office
Tues 10am-1pm in office
Wed 11am-1pm in office
Thu
Ionia UMC
Fri
Sabbath
Sat
Off (unless event)

You may reach Pastor Robin at:
Church (585) 657-7220
Home
(315) 729-4485
Email
revrobinblair@gmail.com

Directory Updates
Please write changes in to your paper directories.
If you have any changes to your information,
especially email addresses, please let Ayn know!

Genesee Valley District Office
MAILING address:
PO Box 23206, Rochester, NY 14692
PHYSICAL address:
30 Office Park Way, Pittsford, NY 14534
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Sunday
Oct. 24

Monday
25 AA 6:30-9:30
Zoom Bible Study
7pm

31
Worship-10:30am

7
Worship-10:30am
1st Sunday, Food
Sunday
14
Worship-10:30am
Dec/Jan newsletter
deadline
21 Laity Sunday
Worship-10:30am

Nov. 1
AA 6:30-9:30
Zoom Bible Study
7pm
8 AA 6:30-9:30
Zoom Bible Study
7pm

15 AA 6:30-9:30
Zoom Bible Study
7pm
22 AA 6:30-9:30
NO Zoom Bible
Study, 7pm (Pastor
on vacation)

Tuesday

Wednesday

26
Common Table
Coffee Hr, 9-10am

27
10am Zoom Prayer

2
Common Table
Coffee Hr, 9-10am

Feed My Lambs
5:30-6:30pm
3
10am Zoom Prayer

Thursday

Friday

28 AA 6:30-9:30

29

30

4 AA 6:30-9:30

5

6

9
Common Table
Coffee Hr, 9-10am

10
10am Zoom Prayer

11 AA 6:30-9:30

12

13

16
Common Table
Coffee Hr, 9-10am

17
10am Zoom Prayer

18 AA 6:30-9:30

19

20

23
Common Table
Coffee Hr, 9-10am

24
10am Zoom Prayer

25 AA 6:30-9:30

26

27

Happy
Thanksgiving!

Office closed

Office closed
Office closed

28 Advent 1
Worship-10:30am

29 AA 6:30-9:30
Zoom Bible Study
7pm

Saturday

30
Common Table
Coffee Hr, 9-10am

Tuesdays-Miss McGinnis on Facebook Live at noon
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Contact info:
E-mail: ebumc1830@gmail.com
Website: www.eastbloomfieldumc.org
Church phone: (585) 657-7220
Church office hours:
Monday-Wednesday, from 8am-12pm
Rev. Dr. Robin Blair, Pastor
Pastor’s hours:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 10-1
Also by appointment
Fridays, Sabbath
Worship Service
Sunday at 10:30am on Facebook Live

Like us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/eastbloomfieldumc

East Bloomfield United Methodist Church
PO Box 6, 2 Park Place
E. Bloomfield, NY 14443

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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